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Reverend Brother, 


* 


Apology for my Dedicating of this Sermon to you; 


mother Reaſon which induc'd me to do it, and that is, jour bei 
particular iy Conſcious to the many Denials I bad given to thoſe 
epeated Requeſts made to me, both by bis Executor, Mr. Blum- 
field, and other Friends, for the Publication of it. I nenti 

bis to let all thoſe ſee, into whoſs Hands theſe Papers may chance 
o come, that I am not ſo Ambitions of Appearing in Print as 


ome Per fons may think me: Had I been thus diſpos'd, the fol- 
owing Diſcourſe had long &re now come Abroad into the World, 


it being the Defiga of that worthy Perſon I laſt mention'd (out 
F bis great Deſire to do every Thing requeſted of him by his de- 


Fear d Friend in bis laſt Moments ) to have committed theſe Pu- 
Peers to the. Preſs, the Michaelmas Term next after his Death, 


ould be have prevail'd with me to have given him my Notes, I 
am ſure he will do me the Juſtice to teſtify this to all thoſe who 
all cenſure me of vain Glory. I am too ſenſible of my own ma- 
nifold ee, . as well as of the ſmall Succeſs which 
iſcourſes of this Nature, tho publiſh'd by much abler Hands, 
and with- a fincere Intent of doing Good, meet with in this 


ae, to be ſo vain as to think that any Thing that 1 


can ſay ſhould be 1 happy as to influence all thoſe who ſhall give 
themſelves the 


ry.) there will be found go in the following Lines, that is in 
1 


: Wthe leaſt Un Orthodox, or 
pvidion, to Recant it; and it will even then be ſome Satiſ- 


„ 
3 | 


T HE Intimate Acquaintance | which you bad with my | 


which was preach'd at bis Funeral, But there js 


To the Reverend Mr. William Bedford, Vicar 
of Stradbrook, in the County of Suffolk...” 


— 


deceaſed Friend, Mr. Studd, might be a ſufficient 


1 rouble of Reading it It was my deceasd 
Friend's Defire it might, and I can ſafely ſay it is no leſs my 
orn. I hope, (notwithſtanding ſome 7 Sin mi ſes to the contra- 
ol : 
there ſhould, I am willing, pon 


ay action to me that I have the Teftimony of my own Mind og 


14 
F 
14 
1 
, 
k 
; 
| 
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, 
; 
: 


in a Glorified State. This I am ſure is a Doctrine very pleaſing 


The Dedication. 


had 10 ill Deſign in it. - Nor will I ever think the worſe of « 


— Perſon that is not in all Points juff of 2 Mind. The on. 
0 


Thing that I can conceive ſurprizing in the following Sermon, is 
what I have advanc'd concerning our Knowledge of one anotl 


in Speculation, and I ſhould be ſorry if it ſhould have any ill EP, 
fect any Man's Practice. I could wiſh that the Read 
would be ſo Candid as to permit me, whatever be doth himſel 
to cheriſh the Belief of it, for ſo I believe I ſhall till I be con 
vinced of the contrary, or come to that bleſſed State where I ſpall 
- know as alſo Jam known. 1 Lam, © 


Reverend Sir, 
... Your moſt Affectionate Brother, di 


and Humble Servant, fu 


Siutb Turner. 2 
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Job XIX. xxv, xxvi, "xxvii. 


or I know that my Redeemer liveth, and that be ſhall fland at 
the Later Day upon the Earth: And tho after ny Skin 
Worms deſtroy this Body, yet in my-Floſh ſhell I ſos God = 
Whom I ſhall ſee for my felf, and mine Eyes ſhall behold, and 
not another, tho my Reims be Conſumed within me. 


HIS Book of Job is one of the moſt bright and 
| lively Repreſentations that ever was afforded to 
| rid, of the Inſtability of all Sublunary 


ol 


the 
. Enjoyments; and ſerveth to ſhew us, that we 
have no certain hold of any of them one Moment beyond 
the preſent. There we have an Inſtance of one who was 
the Greateſt for Subſtance of all the Men of the Eaſt, re- 
duced, in a very ſhort Time, to the loweſt Ebb of Fortune 
he was tryed in all thoſe Circumſtances which are reckon'd 
to be moſt Afflictive to Fleſh and Blood. Loſt his Goods, 
his Houſe, his Children, his Health, nay, was all over 
' N Ulcers, and full of Pain. And as Job was the moſt emi» 
nent Example of ſuffering Affliction that we meet with, 
in Sacred or Prophane Hiſtory, next to the Man Chrift 
t, fo he was no leſs remarkable for his Patience and 
Conſtanc y: Through the whole Courſe of his Calamity, 
[never committed the leaſt Error that I can diſcern, but 
what the uncharitable Cenſures of his Friends provok'd 
him unto, which put him upon too frequent and long 
Juſtifications - of himſelf, and perplex'd him extreamly 
| (which ſeems his greateſt Trouble) that he could not fit 
- out the reaſon why God ſo ſeverely Afflicted him. It 
| pleas'd Divine Providence to exerciſe him on this manner 
for a long Time together, without the leaſt Hope of any 
Deliverance out of that deplorable Condition: At laſt his 
} atience proving Invincible, and an entire Reſignation of 
bis own to God's Holy Will and Pleaſure — forth in 
his Righteous Soul, it pleaſed the Divine Goodneſs to come 
in with Comfort to him, to revive his Hope that was 
-. | well-nigh dead, and to give him an aſſurance that his At- 
flictions ſhould one Day have an end. This he declapes 
. 4 3 himſelf 


, 


maT" 


— ener of 15. wh ERIN 


E 
himſelf to have been as certain of, as if it had been already 
accompliſh'd ; I know, faith he, that my Redeemer liveth, and 
that be ſhall land at the latter Day upon the Earth: And tho' 
after my Skin Worms deſtroy this Body, yet in my Fleſh [all I ſee 
God: Whom I ſhall ſee for my ſelf, and mine Eyes ſhall behold, 
and not another; tho my Reins be conſumed within me. As if 
he had ſaid, Tho ye my Friends, who ought to have been 
a Comfort to mein my Trouble, rather than to have added 
to my Afflictions, have condemned me of Hypocriſy and 


Iniquity, Je I dare appeal to that God who knoweth the 


Secrets of all Hearts for mine Integrity: And J am as ſure 
as Lam now alive, that this ſame God who hath ſeem'd 
for a long Time to caſt me off, will one Day ſtand up fot 
me, and deliver me from all my Diſtreſſes. Tho' I were 
reduce d to the greateſt Extremity imaginable, yet will I 
fill believe this Thing, that with theſe very Eyes I ſhall 
ſee him vindicate my Innocence; and I even faint with 
vehement Deſire to behold that Bleſſed and Joyful Day. 
If you take the Words in the literal Senſe, they contain 
in them Job's firm Belief of his being reſtor'd to a happy 
Condition even in this preſent World; and that a abun- 
dant Amends ſhould be made him for all the Troubles he 
had undergone: Not only himſelf, but his Friends ſhould 
live to ſee it. But beſides this literal, there ſeems to be a 
ore hidden and myſtical Senſe cover'd under them; and 
that is, Job's firm Perſwaſion of his o Reſurrection from 
the Dead, when all his ſcatter'd Particles of Duſt ſhall be re- 


united, never never tobe parted more. And accordingly our 


holy Church hath fitly apply'd theſe Words (as many of 
the Antients do) to this Purpoſe in the Office for Burying 
of the Dead. Hereupon the Author of the Commentaries 
upon this Book of Fob tells us, that Fob in theſe. Words of 


my Text, Reſurrectionem futuram  prophetat in Spiritu, i. e. 
4 Trade. Ant 8e 


Dotb prophecy in the Spirit a future 
Auſtin, for this very Reaſon, terms him, Eximins 
Propheta, an eminent Prophet; as being one who foretold 
the Reſurrection of the Body at the Laſt Day. Several 


2 


other Teſtimonies might be produc'd, were it neceſſary to 


ſhew the Reaſonableneſs of Applying theſe Words to a 


future Reſurrection, and that of the ſame. Body that was 


laid in the Grave. But none is more clear or full to this 


Purpoſe than thoſe Words uf Mercerus in his Commentary 
. | | upon 


—— — —— 


cued and deliver'd them, as may be ſeen in Pſalm 129. 


VV 
upon the Text, & hoc ipſo Corpore reſurredurm ſum © biſd. 
* i. e. In this very Body T (hall riſe again 
and ſee my Redeemer. And another Commentator” tells 
us, Quad Jobus fignificat id ipſum Cyrpus quod occrdit ref. 
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recturum nie que alind in Locum 1 e Jucceſſurum " ing ag 
T ſhall Conſider the Words in both the Senſes: I have 
fix d upon them, both as they relate to Job's belief of his 
being Reſtor d, by the Mercy of God, to a Happy Eftate 
even in this Life, and alſo of a future Joyful Reſurrectior 
and that of the ſame Body. And ſhall endeavour 16. 
prove them, fo far as I am able, to the Comfort of all 
thoſe who Mourn in Sion. e e r 
First then, As to all ſuch „ Reſtoration, 
even in this World, they may ſafely depend upon it from 
God's Truth and Goo neſs, ſo far as he ſhall: ſee it may 
tend to their Welfare, and his own Glory, atid no good 


© 3 


Man will either defire, or pray for it upon any other 


Terms. 


Not only this Holy Man, bit many others alſd, have 


found this verified to themſelves. The latter part of Jobs 
Life wWas infinitely more Happy and Splendid than the 
former, as we read in the 42 Chap. of his Book, and ver. 10. 
Hence St. James exhorteth the Chriſtians in his Days, 
whilft in Affliction, to Mezkneſt and Patience, from a Cori- 
Tideration of God's proceedings with Fob. Janet 5. 11. 


Behold, faith he, ye have heard of the Patience of Job, ant 
have ſeen the end of the Lord, that the Lord is very Pitiful, 


aud of tender Mercy. Many, indeed, have always been, 
and *tis probable will be the Troubles of the Righteous, 
but ſooner or later the Lord delivereth them out of all. 
Pf. 34. 1 85 it was David's own Obſervation, and he lived 

to ſee it fulfil d, as Fob did before he died. O, faith he, 
what great Troubles and Adverfities haſt thou ſhewed me, and 


yet didft thon turn and refreſh me, yea, and brougbteſt me up 
from the Deep of the Earth again. pl. 71.18. It hath not 


only happen'd thus o particular Perſons, but to Bodies 
Politick, Profeſſing God's holy and eternal Truth, as might 
be made to appear by ſeveral Inſtances, tho God hath; for 
very wiſe and good Ends beſt known to himſelf, permitted 
them to be harafs'd for a long Time together by their 
powerful Enemies, yet in his own good Time he hath rel- 


A4 And 


—— — — 


And have not we of the Church of England experienced 


the ſame from the . of our happy Reformation to 
this very Day? The Fapiſis on one Hand, and the Fanatic 
on the other, (both whoſe Principles are equally turbulent 


and Antimonarchical) have been bent upon our utter Ru- 


in; but praiſed-be the Lord who hath not hitherto given 
us for a Prey unto their Tee n. | n 
No / can any Thing in the World be a greater Chear- 
ing than this, or a more prevailing Encouragement to Pa- 


tiepce and Conſtancy under Afflictions? To conſider that 


tho? God doth 2 the Devil and wicked Men to give 
us Diſturbance ſeveral Ways, yet we may aſſure our ſelves 
that we are not utterly forſaken of him, but that he will, 


when he ſeeth beſt, reſtore us. Holy Men of Old, have 


* 


grounded ſo much upon this, induced thereto by Job's Ex- 
ample, that they have made uſe of this Book, and read it 
when they themſelves or their Friends have been in Trou- 
ble, to ſupport them under it. FRG," 
Thus the old Tradition is, That Moſes could not find 
any _ comparable to it, for the Comfort and Satis- 
faction of the Children of Irael in their Egyptian Bondage, 
and therefore he took the pains to Tranſlate it into their 
own Language, out of the Gyrrak, in which it is ſappoſed 

n firſt written, We have a large Diſcourſe 


to have 


aſcrib'd to Moſes, by him who writes the Commentaries 


of Fob, with his happy Deliverance; and ſetting them 
' © down in writing allo 


upon Fob, under the Name of Origen, and addreſs'd-to the 
diſtreſt 1/raelites, Saith he, When the Great Moſes was ſent 
hy God into e and beheld the Afflid ions of the 
Children of Iſrael to be ſo Grievous, that nothing he 
could ſay was able to Comfort them in that lamentable 
Condition, he declared unto them the terrible Sfferings 


„gave this Book to that diſtreſſed 


People, that reading this Book in their ſeveral Tribes 


and Families, and hearing how ſorely this bleſſed Man 


_ * ſufter'd, they might Comfort and Exhort one another to 


N - 


* endure with Patience and Thankſgiving the Evils which 


* encompaſs'd them; and Hearing withal how bountifally 
God rewarded Fob for his Patience, they might hope for 


* Deliverance, and expect the Benefit ot à bleſſed Reward 


of their Labours. 


Be yo Conſtant, O Children of Iſrael, (laid Moſes, with g 


pleaſing 


0 
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pleaſing Countenance, when he deliver'd this Book into 
their Hands) do not faint in your Minds, O ye Pofterity of 
Abraham, but ſuffer Grief, and bear theſe Evils patiently, as 
that Man in the Land of Uz did, 771 Name was lob: Who, 
though be was a Righteous and Faithful Man, in whom, even by 
God's own Teſtimony, there was no fault, yet ſuffered more than 
any Mortal by the malice of the Devil, as ye now do moſt myjuſt- 
y from Pharoah, and the Egyptians; they treat you indeed 
very baſely, and bave enſlaved you without any fault of your 


\ C * 


as Job was, and have a Reward of your Tribulations, like that 
which God gave to him. % 
There followeth Abundance more to the ſame Purpoſe 
in the ſame. Anthor, which I ſhall not now trouble you 
with, nor had I detain d you fo long with this, had I not 
judg'd it pertinent to the matter in hand, to ſhew you how 
excellent an Expedient the Conſideration of God's former 
Dealings with good Men of Old is to ſupport us in o 
Troubles, with comfortable Aſſurance of God's Deliveri 
us out of them, which Way and when it ſhall ſeem belt 
unto him. e eee e eee . , 
Secondly. I come now to conſider the Words with Refer- 
ence to Job's firm Belief of a Reſurrection from the Dead, 
and that of the ſame Body that is laid in the Grave. 
The Belief of this Thing ſeems to have been as ſtedfaſtly 
rooted in Job, as if he had been actually dead and riſen _ 
again. Hoc Verbum ſcio excludit omnem Dubitationem, i. e. 
is Word I know admits of no Doubting; but implieta 
a full and certain Aſſurance. And who can tell but that 
the Belief of this comfortable Truth was. granted to Fob 
to ſupport him under his Afflictions? And made as it were 
preſent to him by the Power of Faith, which, as the Apo- 
ſtle tells us, Heb. 11. 1. is the Subſlance of Things boped for 
be Evidence of Things not ſeen. But certainly the Aſſurance 
df a future Reſurrection was not reveal'd to Job for his 
own ſake only, but for all theirs alſo who ſhould ſuffer af- 
er his Example. => * 77 25d bs 
As to the Truth of the Article it ſelf, tho” it muſt be 
dwn'd to be a Thing infinitely ſurpaſſing the Comprehen- 
ion of our finite Reaſon, to conceive how a. Body whoſe. 
Particles of Duſt have been diſſolved, and perhaps toſſed 


o and fro upon the Face of the Earth, or devour'd by 
n Cannibal, 


n enero Keen e 7e Oy 0 FR 


but do not Deſpair of a better Condition; you ſhall be deliver . 


the ſame Body: This ſeemeth to be plainly aſſerted by St. 


1. e. So is this Mortal Body to be the Seed and materia 
Principle of the Refurrection, for this is clearly im 
 ply'd, ver. 36. Thou Fool that which thou ſoweſt 7s 10 


EN) 
Cannibals, ſhould be reſtor'd to Life again. Yet when 
we conſider who it is that is to effect all this, viz. an Al 
mighty God who can do every Thing that doth not im- 
ply a Contradiction, as the Doctrine of the Reſurrection 
certainly doth not; the ſeeming Impoſſibility of this 
Thing quickly vaniſhes, for certainly it muſt be as eaſy 
for an Omnipotent God to bring that into Being again 


which. once had one, as to give that a Being which once 


had none. This very Conſideration of God's Qmnipoten- 
cy was reckon d by St. Paula ſufficient Argument to con- 
vince Agrippa and all other Gainſayers of the Truth of it: 
Why. ſaith he, ſhonld it be thouhet, a Thing incredible with you, 


that God ſhould raiſe the Dead? Acts 26, 8. If God be om- 


_ » Hiſcient, as he moſt aſſuredly is, then it muſt neceſſaril 


Follow that where-ever our ſcatter d Particles of Duſt ſhall 
be diſpers'd, they till remain within the Ken and View 
of his All-ſeeing Eye, and he can and will muſter them 
together at the laſt e.. And then ſhall every Bone br 
drought again to it: Neighbour Bone, and every Sinew to its 
Neighbour Siuew. Ezek. 27. 7. There is no one Truth more 
plain] reveal'd in the holy Scriptures, eſpecially of tht 
New Teſtament, than this of a Reſurrection is, that o 


Payl 1 Cor. 15. 42. under the Similitude of Seed ſown. i 
the Ground, So alſo, ſaith he, is the Reſurre@ion of the Dead; 


quicken'd except it die; Intimating, that as the Seed is the 
material Caufe of the Ear of Corn which afterwards ſprings 
up; fo are theſe mortal Bodies which we fow in the Eart 


at leaſt the main Materials of thoſe immortal ones, inte 


which we ſhall be quickened at the Reſurrection, perhaps 


as the Seed digeſts and incorporates into itſelf the | Juice 


of the Earth, and ſhoots them together with its own Sub 


ſtance into the Stalk and Ear; ſo in ſome particular In 


ſtances at leaſt, there may be other Matter at our Reſur 
rection interwoven with the appropriate Subſtance of ou! 
Mortal Bodies, and together with it ſpring up into Im 
mortal ones. Yet from the Apoſtles Compariſon it is ap 
Parent, that this very Mortal Body which we ſow in th 
Grave, ſhall be at leaſt the Seed and Embrys which hal 


receiv 
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. 
receive our Soul at the Reſurrection, and by that (ſuppo- 
ſing other Matter be added to it) aſſimilate and digeſt it 
into its own Subſtance: ' Now tho to ret produce our ſcut- 
ter d Particles of Duſt, and extricate them out of all thoſe 
other Subſtances whereinto they have been woven and en- 
tangled; may ſeem to us, at firſt View, an impoſſible Per- 
formance, yet that it is not ſo, I have already demonſtra- 
ted, and have one farther Argument to prove it by; and 
it is this, If a Parcel of Quick: ſil ver; after it hath run à 
tedious Courſe of Alteration, ſhifted itſalf out of its natura 
Form into that of a Vapour, out of a Vapour into an inſi. 
pid Water, out of Water into a white, red, or yellow Po- 
der, ont of that into a Salt, and thence into a malleable 
Mettal, may by à ſkilful Artiſt be reduced out of 
Quick: ſilver again; why ſhould we think it either impoſſible 
or difficult for a Being of immenſe Knowledge and Power 
to watch the wandring Particles of bur Corrupted Bodies 
thro” all their. ſucceſſive Alterations, and to retrieve them 
out of all thoſe Subſtances into which ep ſhall finally be 
reſolv'd to take out of one Body what belongs to another, 
and reſtore to each its owi1; and finally to incorporate them 
all together into their natural Form and Figures: The fol- 
lowing Scriptures do ſtill further confirm this Truth of the 
ſame Body being raiſed again at the laſt Day. Rom. 8. 11. 
E HH 293607 POR Sn H, Da ee 
And as the Scriptures of the New Teftament are thus plain 


and full for a Reſurrection of the ſame Body, ſo there is 


nothing more agreeable to right Juſtice than that it ſhould 
beſo : For if theſe Bodies that we now have about us have 
watched and faſted, and undergone the moſt ſevere Acts of 

Mortification and Self. Denial, what is more equitable than 
that they, and not other Bodies, ſhould be "rewarded? Ik 
theſe Eyes of mine have ſhed many a Tear for my own and 

others Sins, what more juſt and reaſonable than that all 
Tears ſhould be wip'd away from them, and not that ano- 
ther Pair of Eyes ſhould be created anew ? If they have re- 
ſtrained themſelves from beholding Vanity and wandring 
after unlawful Objects, what more reaſonable than that 
they and no other ſhould be rewarded with the beatifick 
Viſion ? And ought not this Conſideration to have the ſame, 
Influence upon us Chriſtians that it had upon Job? Name- 


Iy, 
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ly, To engage us with Patience and Chearfulneſs; to under- 
o what ever Afflictions it ſhall pleaſe God to lay upon us: 
Certainly they can't laſt long, how heavy ſoever they may 
be, Death will put an End to all the Troubles of the Righ- 
teous: And it will be but a little while ere theſe Mortal 
Bodies of ours, which are a very Bundle of Diſeaſes ſhall 
be deliver'd from the Bondage of Corruption into the glo- 
rious Liberty of the Children of God. Rom. 8. 21. St. Paul 
uſed this very Argument wherewith to comfort his Theſſa- 


lonians, and in them all other good Chriſtians under their 


Troubles in this Life ;1 Thefſſ. 4. from ver. 13 to the End of 
that Chapter : And ſorely there is no ſtronger Conſolation 
than this of a Joyful Reſurrection toe ernal Life, thro? our 
Lord Jeſus, who ſhall change our vile Bodies, that they may 
be faſhion'd like unto his glorious Body, according to the 
mighty Working whereby he is able to ſubdue all Things to 
himſelf. In full Aſſurance of this, we may, without immo- 
derate Sorrow, attend our neareſt and deareſt Friends or 
Relations to their Graves, and chearfully lay down our 
own Heads in the Duſt. rant Sis + 158 

Having now conſider d the Words of the Text in both 
thoſe Senſes which they are capable of, and ſhewn you 
how ſtrong an 1 they are to buoy up every good 
Man in the greateſt Troubles he can meet withal in this 


World. Give me Leave now to draw ſome profitable In- 


ferences chiefly from that Branch of the Text which rela · 
teth to the Reſurrection of the Dead, and that of the ſame 
Body that is laid in the Duſt. 1 


And firſt of all, from the Profeſſion which Fob here ma- 


eth of his Belief in a Redeemer who is none other than 
Chriſt Jeſus the eternal Son of God. We may hence rea- 
ſonably infer, that the Notice of a Saviour commenced and 
was reveal'd to holy Men long before the Law was given on 
Mount Sinai; for it is I believe agreed on all Hands, that 
Fob lived two whole Ages before Moſes, and that he was 
Cotemporary with Iſaac and Jacob, and yet, ye ſee, maketh 
mention of a Redeemer. And indeed thoſe very Words of 
God to the Serpent, after he had ſeduc'd our firſt Parents, 
ſeem to prefigure the Coming of a Saviour, Gen. 3. 15. And 
he is therefore truly call'd the Lamb ſlain from the Begin- 
ning of the World, Rev. 13.8. And Jeſus Chriſt the ſame 
Yclterday, to Day, and for ever, Heb. 13.8, Whoeyer _ 
| S org 


. 
fore of the Fathers, or any other holy Men of Old, either 
received Grace and Stren gth to live as they ought, or were 
| ſaved at laſt ; it was only in and thro' Chriſt Jeſus, for, as 
che Apoſtle aſſureth us, there is no other Name given unto 
Men whereby they muſt be ſaved. 4s 4. 12. 
| | Not to mention the multitudes of Texts which might be 
produced to the ſame Purpoſe, what is the 11th Chapter to 
tze Hebrews, but a long Liſt of Good Men, who firmly be- 
lieved in Chriſt, and were ſupported under all their Diffi- 
culties, by an aſſured Expectation of the Inheritance pur- 
chaſed by him? The Notices and Intimations of a Re- 
deemer, e every day clearer as the times of the 
Meſtas did more nearly approach. e 
Secondly, From Job's firm belief of his own Reſurrection 4 
from the Dead, we may infer the great Reproach it will 
be to us Chriſtians, to whom this thing is ſo much more 
clearly revealed. If we ſhall doubt of it, he hath ſhewn 
by his own Reſurrection from the Dead, that our riſin 
again is no longer Matter of Doubt. 1 Cor. 15; 20. Chri 
is now riſen from the Dead, and become the firſt Fruits of them 
that Slept. And if the Head be riſen the Members muſt 
riſe alſo. As this therefore is one of thoſe Articles of our 
Faith which we are Baptized in to a Belief of, and which 
we Dayly make Profeſſion of; ſo let us, in the Name of 
God, hold faſt the Profeſſion of this Faith without waver- 
ing: And whenever the Devil, or our own Carnal Frailties 
would tempt us to a Diſbelief of it, let us look up to him 
who raiſed our Lord from the Dead, and he ſhall quicken ' 
. Mortal Bodies. Rom. 8. II. 133 
un Thirdly, We may hence likewiſe infer, the great Di | 
,- | incumbent upon us to pay a decent regard to the Bodies of 
4 | the Dead. How vile ſoever the Bodies of Men are, when 
n once the Soul is departed from them; yet, when they were 
t at firſt created, they were the Workmanſhip of the 
% | moſt ſkilfull Architect, fram'd with fo much Wifdom, 
h eas that we may all juſtly cry out with the Royal Pſalmiſt, 
of I fearfully and wongerfully made : Marvelous are thy Works, 
s, and that my Soul knoweth right well. Eſ. 139. 14. Beſides our 
d Bodies were deſigned for Inſtruments, and Receptacles, 
1- = andConforts of an Immortal Soul: And doth not that _ 
ie 8 deſerve ſome Reſpe&, that Lodged and preſerved a Jewe 
Al of ſuch Ineftimable value? Further more, when by holy 
o || Baptiſm we are Regenerate, and made the Children of God 
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£ C14) | 
thro Adoption and Grace; theſe Bodies of ours are thought 
worthy to bethe Temples of the Holy Ghoſt. 1 Cor. 6. 19. 
They are Conſecrated for his peculiar Abode; Sanctiſied by R 
his Graces; Supported and Guarded by his Daily Aſſiſtance It 
againſt a —— Accidents, Protected and Reſcued from 
conſtant Dangers and apparent Ruin. And ought we not 
then to have a care of, and ſhew a handſome Reſpect to 
that which the Great God vouchſaves to honour with his 
Immediate Preſenges??;ꝛ 5 | 121 

In ſhort, theſe Bodies of Clay that we are now Clothed 
withal, ſhall one Day become equal Sharers with the Soul 
itſelf in thoſe inconceivable Joys which are Above: And 
upon this Account alſo they may juſtly challenge our Re- fo! 
ſpe& by a Decent Interment : This was always perform d o 
by the beſt of Chriſtians, Witneſs that Coſt beſtow'd upon fir 
. in ſuch hf to and Oyntments as might Secure and | 
Preſerve them from Putrefaction. Lule 23. 56. I 
Fourthhy, Shall the ſame Body be raiſed again from the |? 
Dead? Then we may. hence infer the Probability at leaft ; | fc 
for I dare not pretend to aſſert any. more of our Knowing It. 
one another in the other World after the Reſurrection. 
We have no clear Notices of this thing, I muſt; confeſs 
in the Holy Scripture; But at is certainly very pleaſing and 
entertaining in the Speculation; and may be à great In- 
citement to Vertue and Piety, and engage us to follow the 
good Examples of our pious Friends and Relations who 
are gone before us. I am not unſenſible that this is thought 
by ſome to be too groſs a Pleafure for thoſe Regions Above: 
And I am very far from thinking that any thing of this 
Nature is neceſſary to make Heaven become à Heaven 
to us. There are much nobler Objects there then any of 
| the Sons or Daughters of Men; the Seeing and Enjoying, 
. for there we ſhall See and Enjoy the glorious Preſence of 
the Divine Majeſty, without the leaſt Conſternation and 
a Affrigmmment. We ſhall there alſo enjoy. the Society of 
1 the Bleſſed Jeſus; dye ſhall ſee lim as he is, and behold big 
Glory, and be with him to eternal Ages: But this is not 
All, for in Heaven holy Men ſhall enjoy the Company of 
all the holy Angels: And l if the Seeing, and Knowing, and 
Enjoying of one another can add any thing to the Joys of 
the other World, (and moſt certainly it will not diminiſſi 
them) then we may reaſonably hope that will be e 
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08 alſo. Biſhop Hal bath a very charming Diſcourſe in 
one of his Books to this belt SIE leave of my 
Reader to tranſcribe for him Gaal, ch 
that good Prelate, hut thou u hate one ws op ho es hs F 

of, thy God, whoſe Glory filleth e. 5 the 775 | 

irits of t the Ancient Patriarchs and Pro phets, and Holy. Apo 
les; ** glorious Martyrs and Confeſſors, thoſe Eminent Saints 
whoſe Vertue thou waſt wont to magniſie; and among the reſt thy 
own. Pious Friends and Relations, thoſ whom Nature and Grace 
have allied unto thee , Hp foalh Jes them, and enjoy their Joy 
and they thine. 

But now, in 7 J 0 this bleſſed Viſion and Enjoyment 

of God, and of juſt. Men made Perfect, we muſt make 
our Buſi nefs, while we ] We here, to 55 ſuch an tere 
in our Redeemer, as to le with Fob, to 7 the Me: 
tits of his Redemption to — lee. un oi applica, | 
faith one upon the Text, ſunmgue e 4 pro N N d truly 
this is the way to render this Viſion Bir to us; 
for tho we are told that every Ey e ſha unge even 
they who pierced him, Rev. 45 0 _ kim with 

any Satisfaction, Complacency, or ? Delight, but ſuch as wo 
an Intereſt in him by Faith and true Repentance. Being 
thus qualified, we * juſtly claim a Sight and an Enjoy 
ment of him, and all the Raine he is poſſeſs'd of, for it 
he be ours, all that he hathbelongs to us, Therefore ſhall 
our Redeemer ſay at the Great Day of Retribution to every 


good and faithful Servant of his, Enter thou into the 0 1 Ak 5 


thy Lord, Mat. 25. 23. 

I have now done with the Text 5 and the ſmall 
tance L bad with Mr. Studd may ju E apologiz e for me i 
I ſay the leſs concerning him. 12 wc ca deliver 

K. frinke of this Nature are "The Ba Oh full of nauſeons 
Flattry, as have render d them leſs truly acceptable both 
to the Hearers and Readers of them. I preſume the great 
Deſign of them at firſt was to excite all the Living to an 
Imitation of thoſe Vertues for which the deceas d Part 
was worthy of ne And whatever 1 
mention relating to my deceas'd Friend is deſign d for no 
other End. The Character which I have received of him 
from the Perſon who miniſtred to him in his laſt Sickneſs, 
and had an intimate Acquaintance with him, gives me a- 


bundant Reaſon to hope that he js gone to 1 


And (which I muſt not omit Mentioning) 
World with an entire Approbati 


| it ought ta be, is one 


our Lord's Apoſtles to w 
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that he Ichi the 


ming) Liturgy of the 
Church of England, Mt ebene 45 from BY always 


deſiring, when the Miniſter came to viſit him, that the Con- 
feſſion and Abſolution and Abſolution might never be ad- 
mitted. And certainly if one Part of that moſt excellent 
Liturgy be preferrable to another, theſe two Branches of it 


may Iny ale th Preheminence i in the Opinion of 
every good Man; f 


r the Confeſſing of our Faults, when 
donewiththat true Serioaſneſs and Contrition of Heart that 
eat Means to qualify us for God's 
Pardon and it is no ſmall Comfort to a Dying Penitent to 
hear God, by his Embaſſadour, Abſolving of him: Wbeſo- 


ever Sins je remit, they ars remitted unto them ; and whoſoever 


Kn ye retain, they are retained; John 20. 2. 
Which bleſſed Privilege e certainly was not to ceaſe with 


to continue to the End of the World. Imigbe likewiſe add 
as another comfortable Reflection upon our deceaſed Bro- 
ther, his being enabled to diſconrſe of his Departure out of 
this World wat ſo much Cheartulneſs as I am told he did; 
this he eſteem d a ſingular Happineſs, as to be ſure it is, 
and he was not wanting in his Ineſs to God for it. 


Death is deſervedly call'd the King of Terrours, and how 


unconcern'd ſoever 78 may talk of it when at a Diſtance 
yet when it maketh its nearer Approaches to us, attended 
with that Ne lower that uſually accompanies it, 
then, I ſay, to have Preſence of Mind as to be able to 


I ook it in the Face, to hold as *twere a Parley 91 it, and 
even to welcome ts Acceſs, 


requireth a migh ty Share of 
imity. This is 424 we all * us ought 


and Hope, and Conſtancy 


Spiritual 
wo pr ay. for, I meanſach a Faith, 
l 


nd, ſach a Religious Frame and Lemper of Soul, as 
may enable us to get the Victo at our Laſt and Great 
Conflict, which God of his infinite Mercy grant us for 
Chriſt Jeſus his ſake, our 1 Saviour and Redeemer, to 
b UG ”; dt | p | 5 


om it was firſt ſpoken, but was 


